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Committee meeting. Friday 16th April 2021 – 2pm – 3pm.
Microsoft Teams - link forwarded by Alyn

Present: Rachel Brown (chair), Graeme Murray, Tim Kendall, Alison Winstanley, Simon Rushbrook, Jossi Aldridge, Claire McGenity, Judy Wyatt (secretary). 
Apologies:  none received.
Agenda:
1. Minutes of previous meeting Jan 2021 (attached, previously circulated).   
2. UK Liver Histopathology EQA for 2021 - RB, JW
Circulation LW commenced April 2021, due for discussion on 10.06.2021 by Zoom.  It was agreed to defer the end date to 13th May and the discussion Zoom meeting to 24th June. This is the pilot for the drop down menus; RB reported that she had started using this and found it straightforward.  The aim is to collate the responses as usual (rather than trying to use algorithms in EQAlite at this stage) and send to members a couple of weeks before the meeting, together with a feedback questionnaire to evaluate pilot. 
Updated SOP circulated to subcommittee and sent to RCPath 21st March 2021. 
Action JW: To circulate to EQA members and add to the website. 
3.  Transplant -  TK
a) British Liver Transplant Group. 
 TK reported that there will be two BTLG webinar debate/discussion meetings separate from the BASL meeting in September, on clinical topics related to the impact of Covid in liver transplant patient management.  Since there is now no set date for the annual meeting, we could time a transplant pathology meeting to occur shortly after this year’s Banff meeting which is on October 4-7th.  TK will ask Chris Bellamy about plans for the meeting.  Ideas included inviting overseas speaker from the meeting.  
Update post meeting – this year’s Banff meeting has been deferred until next year.  So we could revert to arranging a Zoom meeting with interesting cases presented by each transplant centre.  
b) National Digital Pathology On call service – 
JW had contacted Desley Neil – NHSBT has completed their option appraisal and a proposal for a national specialist pathologist service for donor focal lesions based on digital scanned images produced by BMS staff in the nearest of six transplant centres, reported by histopathologists on national specialist rotas for 4 or 6 specialties.  It is anticipated that service may be established by the end of the year. Assessment of organ quality (e.g. steatosis in liver biopsies) is not included at this stage.  
4. Education and training  - 
AW reported that the education and training subcommittee had met on 13th April.  The on line liver course ‘Solving the enigma of the liver biopsy’ run by RCPath on 14th May currently has 38 registered delegates.  This will be followed by 6 weekly 1 hour webinars, each with 5-6 cases with scanned slides to preview. 
JA and CMcG reported that the changes to the educational section of the UKLPG were developing well see example at end of minutes).  They are seeking to expand the range of lectures available – anyone with suitable lectures etc. please contact them.  
Action: All: please contact CMcG/JA if you have training material suitable for the website. 
5. Quality Subcommittee –   RB
a. RCPath documents – Tissue Pathways published October 2020. The RCPath is running a series of webinars to introduce new datasets and tissue pathways. The Liver Tissue Pathways webinar will be on Monday 26th May, with Q&A discussion by three of the authors SH, SD, JW.
b. Liver dataset – with RCPath, anticipate publication summer 2021.
c. Other – Improving Quality in Liver Services (IQILS)
JW enquired about the IQILS programme, which is an RCP initiative to provide quality standards for hepatology departments, similar to the JAG initiative in endoscopy. SR said that it is now live and registered liver departments are working on the first data-entry stage of the two-stage pathway. Committee members were concerned that histopathology is not included in IQILS criteria, and TK and SR will raise this in the BASL meeting.  
SR commented that the gastroenterology clinical examination used to include interpretation of pathology information, is this still the case? (Post meeting comment - information from JA, yes this is still the case).  It was agreed that the RCPath course should be promoted again to hepatology trainees, especially as online CPD has resulted in improved ability to attend meetings.   TK will advertise the course through the BASL trainees’ forum.  
6. Links with other organisations  
BASL  – TK – already covered in the above.  It was noted that there had been no expressions of interest in taking on the BASL representative role in response to the letter to UKLPG members sent on March 10th.   There are other vacancies (UK-HCC, treasurer, trainee representative). Therefor committee members should canvas members who may be interested in volunteering for one of the vacant roles or joining a subcommittee.   Action: All - identify and encourage potential committee members - expressions of interest via Kara/JW.
7. Research = TK  
TK will contact DT to pick up the work on animal models of hepatic neoplasia.   
8. Trainee representatives   - JA, C McG 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Work is in progress to update the website - see example below.
9. Paediatric - RB  No activity
10. Treasurer  -  GM  had had to leave the meeting.  It was noted that a replacement treasurer is required this year. 
11. Business/membership/constitution  RB and JW have not yet met to update the constitution.  Action point. 
12. AOB:  
Trainee member CMcG has asked to circulate a questionnaire on digital pathology and artificial intelligence to members of the UKLPG, pre-circulated to committee members. This aims to ensure pathologists can have input to developments, so that these new technologies can be relevant to their needs.  This was supported by the committee. 
Date of next meeting –  Friday  July 2n, 2-3pm
JW   21.04.2021
Example of proposed format for educational resources in UKLPG website:
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